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Dr. Tasaki has made countless contributions
to scientific understanding. He is well known
for discovering the insulating function of the
myelin sheath, the salutatory feature of nerve
conduction, and the rapid swelling of nerve fi-
bers in association with their excitation. He
also developed an important method of
intracellular perfusion and the new method of
detecting heat production associated with
nerve excitation. Dr. Tasaki’'s work is referred
to in biology textbooks, and he is recognized
as the most senior author of “Scholarpedia.”

Madam Speaker, | am honored to commend
Dr. Ichiji Tasaki for his significant contributions
to scientific understanding. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in applauding the advances
he has made to improve the quality of life
throughout the world.

———

RECOGNIZING BAKER CHAPEL AF-
RICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH UPON THEIR 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Baker Chapel African
Methodist Episcopal Church on its 100th anni-
versary.

Baker Chapel African Methodist Episcopal
Church was founded in 1908 as a place of
worship and institution of service to its com-
munity. The Reverend Walter McDonald, cur-
rent Pastor, and the church membership have
sought to minister to the spiritual, intellectual,
physical, and emotional needs of the people of
the surrounding area. For a century, BCAMEC
has stood as an esteemed religious institution,
serving as a beacon in Tarrant County to
reach out to its neighbors and serve the
misfortunate.

| recognize Baker Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church for their accomplishment of
a century of service to the Fort Worth commu-
nity. It is my privilege to represent the mem-
bers of Baker Chapel in the 26th district of
Texas.

——————

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM BYRD
SPENCER

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| rise to honor the accomplishments of William
Byrd Spencer of Washington, DC. William
Byrd Spencer, known to most as Bill, is con-
sidered one of Washington, DC’s preeminent
labor/management specialists and political
strategists. Bill has worked in the government
affairs division at the Associated Builders and
Contractors (ABC), one of the Nation’s largest
construction trade associations, for 19 years,
serving as ABC’s chief political strategist for
the last 8 years. During his time at ABC, Bill
has covered all aspects of their government
affairs activities and policy making, including
legislative, political, legal and regulatory af-
fairs. Many on Capitol Hill credit Bil’s hard
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work and tireless dedication to free enterprise
and merit shop construction as a primary rea-
son ABC is considered one of the most influ-
ential organizations in Washington today. Bill
is widely respected by his peers, and counsels
many Members of Congress on a variety of
issues.

Bill received his bachelor of arts in Inter-
national Relations from the University of
Southern California and his juris doctor from
the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge
School of Law in Sacramento. Bill came to
Washington in 1987 to serve in the Reagan
Administration where he worked in the Office
of the Secretary at the United States Depart-
ment of Commerce. In addition Bill has served
in high level positions in numerous campaigns
around the country.

Above all Bill is a consummate family man.
He always finds the time to attend his daugh-
ter Kelsey’s dance recitals and his son Will's
baseball games with his wife Allison.

I know | am not the only Member of the
United States Congress who wishes Bill all the
best and to thank him for everything he has
done.

HONORING CARL DICKERSON

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the life and contributions of Mr.
Carl Dickerson as his family and friends join
together to celebrate the joyous occasion of
his 70th birthday. An innovative entrepreneur,
community advocate, and tireless champion
for civil rights and equality, Mr. Dickerson has
contributed immensely to our society.

Carl Dickerson was born in McKeesport,
Pennsylvania on September 12, 1938. Born
into a loving family, Carl established a deep
value system centered on hard work and close
relationships which he has carried with him
through his many lifetime accomplishments.

After graduating from high school, Carl
served his country and pursued his education
with an endless voracity and thirst for knowl-
edge. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army Col-
lege of Emergency Administrative Analysis in
Battlecreek, Michigan, as well as of the U.S.
Army Staff College of Nuclear Science in
Sheeps Head Bay, New York. In 1960, Mr.
Dickerson received his degree from Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania and went on to
complete graduate work at Temple University.

Carl Dickerson’s life has been filled with
groundbreaking business ventures, community
contributions, and accomplishments both as a
recognized leader and astute businessman.
For four years, Mr. Dickerson served our
young people as a dedicated educator, teach-
ing at West Philadelphia High School in Penn-
sylvania and at the University of California,
San Francisco. In the business world, he
served as the president of Echo911 and the
Principal at IGP Tech.

Carl has always been relentlessly devoted
to his community, and has spent the majority
of his life donating his time and efforts to
countless professional affiliations where he
has served in numerous capacities and board
positions. Just a small example of his many
commitments includes being a member of

September 11, 2008

both the National and California Associations
of Health Underwriters, founding member of
the Academic Council of Insurance Planners,
and Associate of the Black MBA Association.
He has held myriad board positions for such
community benefit organizations as the Los
Angeles Community Lending Corporation, the
Los Angeles Urban League, the Black Busi-
ness Association, and the Center for Non
Profit Management.

In light of all of these impressive accom-
plishments, however, Carl’'s most notable con-
tribution has been as the creative and sup-
portive president of Dickerson Employee Ben-
efits, which he founded in 1965. As a result of
Carl’s activities, both political and civic,
Dickerson Employee Benefits has maintained
strong roots in minority communities through-
out Southern California. The mission state-
ment of Carl’s business closely emulates the
mission of Carl’s life, which he lives up to ev-
eryday: “the belief that all people should have
equal access to affordable healthcare.”

Carl Dickerson is a successful entrepreneur
who has never forgotten his roots, has always
fought on behalf of those most in need in his
community, and has remained acutely aware
that equal opportunity and equal access for
people of color is a cause still very much alive
and in need of leaders like him. Most impor-
tantly, Carl has used his personal success to
bring others up behind him.

Fortunately, | have had the honor of wit-
nessing this man at work many times. His
positive outlook, energetic spirit, and warm
humor are always present no matter what task
he has before him. Carl is constantly coming
up with creative new ideas and inspiring peo-
ple to soar to new heights and attempt things
they never thought they would be able to do.
Carl Dickerson is a man who can produce a
sense of self-confidence and adventure in oth-
ers which they would never find within them-
selves without his encouragement and guid-
ance. In this way, not only is he a talented
and successful person himself, but he has the
incredibly rare ability to drive others to realize
their full potential.

On behalf of the 9th Congressional District,
it is my great pleasure to join Carl Dickerson’s
mother, wife, children, grandchildren, in-laws,
and a host of loving family and friends as we
celebrate the 70th birthday of this great man.
Congratulations, and | wish you all the best in
the coming years.

——

ON THE INVALUABLE CONTRIBU-
TION TO EDUCATIONAL EQUITY
MADE BY JAMES KETELSEN

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise in honor of James Ketelsen,
the founder of Project GRAD, an education re-
form model that is transforming the hopes of
tens of thousands of students and families
across the country. Mr. Ketelsen has an-
nounced his intention of resigning as chair of
the Project GRAD USA board of directors, and
will become chair emeritus later this fall.

Mr. Ketelsen is the former CEO and chair-
man of Tenneco. Under Mr. Ketelsen’s leader-
ship, in 1988 Tenneco began to fund a 4-year
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